
Public Art Commission Meeting, March 1, 2015, 6pm 
 
PAC Members Present: Alex Van Praagh, Bertha Pantoja, Christopher Sokolowski, 
David De Celis (Chair), Danielle Sauvé,  
Not Present: Dina Deitsch, Hue Nguyen 
Staff: Lillian Hsu, Jeremy Gaucher 
 
1. Sidewalk Poetry Contest 
The new cycle for 2016 has started. Deadline to submit poems online is Sunday, March 20. The 
poems will be sited at new parks and sidewalk construction in neighborhoods throughout the 
city.  
 
2. February Minutes 
David moved to approve; Chris, second; All in favor 
David asked that we find a way to note/track ongoing business. Staff will update the ongoing 
projects and tasks sheets and present at next meeting.  
 
3. Sacramento St Park 
No public meetings are currently set. CDD staff is having meetings with individuals to work out 
the differences regarding the second path. 
 
4. Traffic Calming 
Upcoming projects include Pearl st (from Mass Ave to Granite st) raising device at Erie, 
eliminate signal at Putnam and include sidewalk and street construction beginning May 2016. 
Thorndike St.  
 
Lillian met with Juan in T&P. We have $36,000 in pooled traffic calming project 1-percent funds. 
Approximately 3k per year is accumulated in this fund. Staff would like PAC discussion and 
advice on how to spend these funds. i.e. keep pooling; commission a project with current funds; 
or augment another project. Many cities have examples of artist-designed crosswalks that can 
be very nice visually. The arts council commissioned a ‘street mural’ in west Cambridge a 
number of years ago that was controversial and was vandalized shortly after completion.    
 
David noted that Harvard has started to install very bright, attention-grabbing signs, but they 
very industrial and not at all artistic. This could be an area where an artist design could improve 
the infrastructure.  
 
Danielle noted that there could be the possibility of integrating energy-producing technology 
into the sidewalk at a traffic calming site – signaling that there are people present. 
 
PAC discussed if we should create an open call for proposals, perhaps commission a ‘model’ 
piece that could be sited as a way to test artist integration that could be replicated at future 
sites.  
 



It was suggested that we could run a process similar to Cambridge S=t Birds project where we 
have a number of artists create site-specific proposals and then shared those with the public 
and got feedback before picking a final project to commission. 
 
As an aside from this specific funds topic, it was discussed that this could be an interesting 
project for David and/or Berta’s graduate architecture classes.   
 
PAC and staff to continue this topic on next agenda. 
 
 
5. Port Infrastructure Project 
Lillian has been meeting with CDD, representatives from Kleinfelder Architects, and staff and 
community members at the Community Art Center. Lillian is gathering facts and ideas from the 
community about what is happening in the neighborhood, community needs, history, and what 
they would like to see coming out of this long construction process.   
 
Lillian is thinking through what might be the best process for large project and is researching 
artists from many disciplines, many of whom either live in or have ties to the Port. The idea 
would be to integrate temporary and permanent work that would engage the community 
through the entire five year process, rather than one large permanent commission that would 
be installed at the very end. 
 
Staff will continue to work out a structure and timeline and continue to consult PAC. 
 
6. PAC Advocacy 
PAC is interested in increasing advocacy for the Public Art program throughout the City with 
residents and elected officials outside of the regular monthly meetings. It was suggested that 
PAC could perhaps hold quarterly or bi-annual meetings and invite friends and colleagues to 
talk about current and upcoming projects and issues. The meetings could help with fresh 
voices, outside perspectives, ‘participatory fantasizing”, recruiting of future PAC members. 
 
There was no clear resolution to the topic. To be continued at future meetings. 
 
8. Additional Updates 
Americans for the Arts 
Conference is in Boston this year. June 16-19. Staff will be attending and Lillian will be 
presenting on a panel regarding public art. 
 
Next Meeting: April 5, 6pm 
 
Meeting adjourned: 8:00pm 


